


March, “Golden Jubilee” (1928) 
 

To commemorate his fiftieth year as a conductor Sousa wrote this, one of his most brilliant 
marches. He was hesitant to compose anything for his own gratification but reasoned that his 
public might expect something special. The march was given its premiere by the Sousa Band at 
the beginning of its engagement at the Steel Pier in Atlantic City on July 29, 1928, and then 
featured on the 1928 “golden jubilee” tour. 
 
Subtracting fifty from 1928 gives 1878 as Sousa’s first year as a conductor. In actuality, he began 
his conducting career in 1875 as leader of the orchestra in a traveling company which featured 
Milton Nobles in the play Bohemians and Detectives, otherwise known as The Phoenix. But 
apparently Sousa did not consider this conducting per se, because he led the orchestra while 
playing first violin. As a conductor whose capacity was strictly conducting, his first position was 
with the Philadelphia Church Choir Company in their production of H.M.S Pinafore. Their first 
rehearsals were held late in 1878, Sousa’s apparent point of reference. 
 
The inspiration came with considerable difficulty, even for Sousa. He searched for suitable 
melodies for five months, but nothing was forthcoming. Then suddenly the inspiration came, and 
within a day’s time he had the march sketched in its entirety. His thoughts were recorded in the 
1928 tour programs: 
 “I’ve always been inspired by an occasion and as I thought of the golden jubilee and of 
all it meant to me – fifty years of band [sic] leading – I seemed to see the world passing in 
review. There they were, peoples of every land – on parade, at great music festivals, going to 
war, at expositions, attending the opera, in the home – listening to a march. So the music took 
form and then ‘The Golden Jubilee March’ was ready for placing on paper.” 
 

Paul E. Bierley, The Works of John Philip Sousa (Westerville, Ohio: Integrity Press, 1984), 57. Used by permission.  
 

Editorial Notes 
 
Introduction (m. 1-4): This is one of Sousa’s finest marches from his final period. Like many 
others from these years, the introduction is brief and powerful, with heavily marked accents on 
the quarter notes.  
 
First Strain (m. 4-21): The crescendo into the first strain is important. It “sweeps” up to the 
fortissimo, so the dynamic must be drawn back slightly at the triplet to make the effect. All of the 
staccato eighth notes are short and bouncy, even as the woodwinds and cornets change dynamics 
through this strain. The added mezzo-forte episodes are designed to bring out the 
“conversational” nature of this strain, like so many other Sousa marches. The second time 
through is played exactly as the first time.  
 
Second Strain (m. 21-38): Piccolo, E-flat clarinet, cornets, trombones, and cymbals are tacet the 
first time through this strain, and all others play at mezzo-forte. Clarinets play one octave down 
from the original first time, as indicated. Mezzo-forte is louder than is typical for the first time 
through a second strain, but the dynamic shaping needs to happen both times, coming down to 
piano in m. 25, for this melody to have its greatest effect. This is again a musical “conversation” 
technique being employed by Sousa. Dotted quarter notes are played long in this strain and 



quarter notes short and bouncy. All instruments are back in at fortissimo in m. 37 for the repeat of 
the strain, but the piano in m. 25 is preserved both times. Percussion traditionally plays accents 
on all capped quarter notes in m. 22-25 and 30-33.  
*The alto clarinet part in unusual here, having a running eighth note line that is found in no other 
instrument. It is unclear if this is an original part from Sousa (most likely it is not), but the part is 
preserved in this edition and can be included or omitted at the discretion of the conductor.  
 
Trio (m. 38-70): This is a long form trio at thirty-two measures (like “The Stars and Stripes 
Forever”), and it is one of Sousa’s best. The dynamic shaping added in this edition helps to 
illuminate this terrific melody, and like so many of Sousa’s trios, playing it with soft, song-like 
expression provides wonderful contrast to the rest of the march. Piccolo, E-flat clarinet, cornets, 
and cymbals are tacet here, but trombones may continue to play softly. The accent and mezzo-
forte dynamic at m. 66 on the diminished chord are especially important as a late peak in the 
phrase.  
 
Break Strain (m. 71-90): This slightly extended break strain continues the “conversation” 
theme. All instruments are back in at forte for the pick-up to m. 71, with sharply accented and 
full capped quarter notes. Cymbals have a solo here with the melody. These fortissimo episodes 
alternate with episodes marked piano, and the range between these dynamics should be as wide 
as possible.  
 
Final Strain (m. 90-123): Piccolo, E-flat clarinet, cornets, trombones, and cymbals are tacet 
once again for the first time through the final strain, and all others play at a subito mezzo-piano 
the first time beginning with the pick-up to m. 91. Clarinets play down the octave again, as 
indicated on this obbligato with the flutes. All instruments are back in at the original fortissimo 
dynamic in m. 122 for the repeat of the break and final strain. Articulated notes in the melody 
should again be played with strong and bouncy articulations. Accents are added in the percussion 
the second time at each cadence point, as well as a final sffz in m. 118 on the same accented peak 
that was found in the original trio section.  
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Picc.

1 st	&	2nd	Flts.

1 st	&	2nd	Obs.

Eb	Clar.

1 st	Clar.

2nd	Clar.

3rd	Clar.

Alto	Clar.

Bass	Clar.

1 st	&	2nd	Bssns.

Sop.	Sax.

Alto	Sax.

Ten.	Sax.

Bari.	Sax.

Eb	Cor.

Solo	Bb	Cor.

1 st	Bb	Cor.

2nd	&	3rd	Bb	Cors.

1 st	&	2nd	Hrns.

3rd	&	4th	Hrns.

Bar.

1 st	&	2nd	Trbns.

B.	Trbn.

Tuba

Drums

[mf	] ( 	ff	2nd	X) p

2.

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28

[mf	] ( 	ff	2nd	X) p
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Picc.

1 st	&	2nd	Flts.

1 st	&	2nd	Obs.

Eb	Clar.

1 st	Clar.

2nd	Clar.

3rd	Clar.

Alto	Clar.

Bass	Clar.

1 st	&	2nd	Bssns.

Sop.	Sax.

Alto	Sax.

Ten.	Sax.

Bari.	Sax.

Eb	Cor.

Solo	Bb	Cor.

1 st	Bb	Cor.

2nd	&	3rd	Bb	Cors.

1 st	&	2nd	Hrns.

3rd	&	4th	Hrns.

Bar.

1 st	&	2nd	Trbns.

B.	Trbn.

Tuba

Drums

[mf-ff	] [ 	ff	] [mp]

1 . 2.

29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38

[mf-ff	] [ 	ff	] [mp]

[mf-ff	] [ 	ff	] [mp]
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°
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°

¢

Picc.

1 st	&	2nd	Flts.

1 st	&	2nd	Obs.

Eb	Clar.

1 st	Clar.

2nd	Clar.

3rd	Clar.

Alto	Clar.

Bass	Clar.

1 st	&	2nd	Bssns.

Sop.	Sax.

Alto	Sax.

Ten.	Sax.

Bari.	Sax.

Eb	Cor.

Solo	Bb	Cor.

1 st	Bb	Cor.

2nd	&	3rd	Bb	Cors.

1 st	&	2nd	Hrns.

3rd	&	4th	Hrns.

Bar.

1 st	&	2nd	Trbns.

B.	Trbn.

Tuba

Drums

p f [mp]-ff

81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90

p f [mp]-ff

p f [mp]-ff

p f [mp]-ff

p f
[mp]-ff

p f [mp]-ff

p f [mp]-ff

p f [mp]-ff

p f

p f [mp]-ff

p f [mp]-ff

p f [mp]-ff

p f [mp]-ff

p f [mp]-ff

p f [mp]-ff

p f [mp]-ff

p f [mp]-ff

p f [mp]-ff

p f [mp]-ff

p f [mp]-ff

p f [mp]-ff

p f [mp]-ff

p f [mp]-ff

p f [mp]-ff

p f
[mp]-ff

&
b
b

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^
. . . . . . . . . . . . ^ ^ ^ ^ [ 2nd	X	only]

&
b
b

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^
. . . . . . . . . . . . ^ ^ ^ ^

&
b
b

^
^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^

. . . . . . . . . . . .
^ ^ ^ ^

&

#

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^
. . . . . . . . . . . . ^ ^ ^ ^ [ 2nd	X	only]

&

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^
. . . . . . . . . . . .

^ ^ ^ ^
[ lower	notes	1 st	X]

&

^
^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^

. . . . . . . . . . . .
^ ^ ^ ^

&

^
^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^

. . . . . . . . . . . .
^ ^ ^ ^

&

# ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^

&

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^

?
b
b

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^

&

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ . . . . . . . . . . . . ^ ^ ^ ^

&

#

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^

∑ ∑

^ ^ ^ ^

&

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^

∑ ∑

^ ^ ^ ^

&

# ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^

∑ ∑

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^

&

# ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^

. . . . . . . . . . . .

^ ^ ^ ^ [ 2nd	X	only]

&

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ . . . . . . . . . . . . ^ ^ ^ ^ [ 2nd	X	only]

&

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^
. . . . .

. . . . . .

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ [ 2nd	X	only]

&

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^
. . . . .

. . . . . .

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ [ 2nd	X	only]

&
b

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^

&
b

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^

?
b
b

^
^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^

?
b
b

^
^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ [ 2nd	X	only]

?
b
b

^
^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ [ 2nd	X	only]

?
b
b

^
^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^

/

B.D.

S.D.
^

v

Cyms.

B.D./Cyms.

S.D.
^

v
[ choke]

^

v

^

v
[ ch.]

^

v

^

v (Cr.	cyms.)

—
[ ch.]

[ Cyms.	2nd	X	only]
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Picc.

1 st	&	2nd	Flts.

1 st	&	2nd	Obs.

Eb	Clar.

1 st	Clar.

2nd	Clar.

3rd	Clar.

Alto	Clar.

Bass	Clar.

1 st	&	2nd	Bssns.

Sop.	Sax.

Alto	Sax.

Ten.	Sax.

Bari.	Sax.

Eb	Cor.

Solo	Bb	Cor.

1 st	Bb	Cor.

2nd	&	3rd	Bb	Cors.

1 st	&	2nd	Hrns.

3rd	&	4th	Hrns.

Bar.

1 st	&	2nd	Trbns.

B.	Trbn.

Tuba

Drums

91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98
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&

&

&
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&

&

#

&

&
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[ Accents	2nd	X	only]
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[ Accents	2nd	X	only]
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Picc.

1 st	&	2nd	Flts.

1 st	&	2nd	Obs.

Eb	Clar.

1 st	Clar.

2nd	Clar.

3rd	Clar.

Alto	Clar.

Bass	Clar.

1 st	&	2nd	Bssns.

Sop.	Sax.

Alto	Sax.

Ten.	Sax.

Bari.	Sax.

Eb	Cor.

Solo	Bb	Cor.

1 st	Bb	Cor.

2nd	&	3rd	Bb	Cors.

1 st	&	2nd	Hrns.

3rd	&	4th	Hrns.

Bar.

1 st	&	2nd	Trbns.

B.	Trbn.

Tuba
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